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ordinated, and, in the aggregate, unconscibus. Even the
class structure becomes rigid only after capitalism has ceased
to expand ; and it never becomes explicit. Deliberately
to raise the form of society to the surface, to discover its
nature, is, in the first place, difficult; almost no capitalist
understands how capitalism works, and the correct analysis
of it appeared late on the scene. In the second place, it is
uncapitalist; for to know the form is at once to criticize it,
as both inhuman and stupid. Capitalist society is viewed as
a total entity, therefore, only from the outside ; for instance,
from a socialist viewpoint. Within liberalism, questions as
to the whole do not arise ; concern is only with each indi-
vidual as a part. (Compare the chaotic departmentalization
of science in bourgeois society.) The liberal concerns him-
self primarily with better treatment for each person, but,
not with the inhumanity and irrationality of the whole
affair. In religious terms, he endeavours to be as steadfast,
and as charitable and loving, a person as is possible ; but he
does not much consider what is the will of an a/Z-loving and
flZZ-wise God.
One can follow the liberal Muhammad (or Jesus) within
a capitalist society ; but one can hardly obey God without
working to replace that society.
Concerning the religious emphasis on personality, the
above argument, with any truth it may contain, is seconded
by various other factors. To one of them we have alluded
already, in considering Sir Sayyid's rejection of the shariak:
that capitalist society is too fluid and too diverse for any
fixed code or system of morals. The middle class keeps
facing so many new problems that it must be guided not by
a set of answers, but by a set of principles, or better still a
spirit, according to which they may be answered. The new
inadequacy of former elaborations and applications of a re-
ligion's teaching, readily explains why the modern* in so far
as he retains his religion, will go back to its origins in order
to work out something less irrelevant to his life. Hence the
* back to the Qur'an ' and ' back to the Prophet' cries ; un-
doubtedly part of the revived interest in Muhammad's life